International survey of radiotherapy practice for radical treatment of non-small cell lung cancer.
This postal survey was designed to assess the possible agreement or differences in staging, selection criteria and radiation volumes for a curative treatment of non-small cell lung cancer. The questionnaire was sent to 263 radiotherapists from 38 different countries; 114 responses (43%) were received. In this sample, some geographical differences, mainly for staging procedures (the use of brain CT scan or bone scan) and selection criteria (the role of positive mediastinal lymph nodes), were seen. There was a good agreement between radiotherapists in the choice of treatment volumes in the five different clinical scenarios. The clinical and radiobiological findings of the last decade have discredited the routine use of split course or hypofractionation schedules. Further studies are needed to improve the technical basis of thoracic radiotherapy.